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THE EVANGELIST AND MISSIONS. 

Readers of the EVANGELIST cannot mis- 

take our position on the question of mis- 
sions. We heartily endorse all missionary 

work and encourage the spirit wherever 
manifested. We regard the missionary 

enterprise as among the greatest achieve- 
ments of the nineteenth century. We 

have called attention, editorially, to the 

fact that the missionary spirit is above all 

things the spirit of the Master and that 
the conversion of the world to Christ 

should be the burden of every believing 

heart. The EVANGELIST will encourage 
and support the cause of missions first, 

last and all the time. Every effort, how- 

ever humble, contributed toward the evan- 
gelization of the world, will have, in its 

behalf, the influence and support of this 

paper. 

On the other hand, we have, time and 

again, strongly emphasized the importance 
of a proper recognition of the means 

through which the work of evangelization 

is to be done. Money is not the only 
thing needed to carry forward the grand 

triumphs of truth. We need men and wo- 

men, good, strong, consecrated, prepared 
men and women, and with them a good 

litenture. The former caa be secured 
only by a well established educational in- 

stitution and the latter by a Publishing 

House, supported by every member in the 
church. In our enthusiasm we need to be 

continually reminded of our duty toward 

those institutions which are the very gate- 
way to success in all our church work, 

missionary or any other, and without 
which success cannot be attained. We may 

as well understand this with a degree of 

certainty. Indeed, it is far better that we 
should learn this lesson now than to wait 

and learn it through a sad experience, in- 
volving a waste of time and means. Our 

efforts will be but feeble, our influence 

neither great nor far reaching and our 

part in the work of the world's evangeliza- 
tion very little, until, we as a church, 

have a well supported educational institu- 

tion, in which young men and women are 
trained, educated physically, intellectual- 

ly and spiritually, for the responsible du- 
ties, and the ever increasing demands of 

the Jhristian ministry at home and for the 
special duties of missionaries called to la- 

bor in foreign fields. We know whereof 

we speak. We thank God for the few 
men in the Brethren Church already pre- 

pared for such work, but there are a thous- 
and places for them. We need consecrat- 

ed men and women ; more than that, we 

need,must have educated, consecrated men 

and women, men of thought, intellectual 

power and influence. It is all very well 
to talk about the humble and ignorant 

fishermen whom Christ called as his dis- 

ciples and to whom he committed the 
work of preaching the Gospel to every 

creature, but let us not forget that the 
greatest missionary whom God ever called 

into his service, whose untiring zeal, whose 

power and influence as a preacher have not 

found a parallel in the history of Christian 
ity ;the man who was to stand before the cul- 

tured Athenians and discourse on the be- 

ing and personality of God, and to that 

philosophic mind establish the doctrine of 

the resurrection of Christ; the man who 
was to proclaim the everlasting Gospel of 

the Son of God, in the "seven hilled" 

city, who was to "reason of righteousness, 
temperance and judgment to come," with 

such persuasive power as to make the 

king on his throne tremble, the man who 

today stands forth in lonely grandeui the 
most magnificent man and missionary the 

world has ever seen, that man was the 

Apostle Paul, brought up at the feet of the 

great Gamaliel, Paul the learned, the phi- 
losopher, the orator, logician and master 

of languages. Such was the man whom 

God called to carry the blessed Gospel to 

the Gentile and heathen. 

What is here said of our need of an 

educational institution, applies with equal 
force to the Publishing House, which too 

is an educational institution and the two 

must go hand in hand. Until these two 

institutions or enterprises are well estab- 
lished and supported we cannot hope to 

accomplish much. A good brother writes 

us, we say a good brother, for such he is, 
a consecrated man, a close observer, and 

one of not a little experience, one for 
whose judgment on matters of church work 

we have a high regard, such a one writes 

us in a private letter, as follows : 

But the difficulty lies in the fact that we are too 
small a body to have 10 many things on hands at 
once before any one is thoroughly and successful- 

ly launched. I am fully convinced that the short- 
est route to India or China, I mean to home and 
foreign church extension would be a well estab- 
lished College and Publishing House. I am so 
sure of this that 1 KNOW, for myself, that it must 
be through these that our success lies My eyes 
see daily—and I have known and seen it for five 
years—a positive demonstration of this fact. 

This brother is in hearty sympathy with 

the missionary movement in the Brethren 

Church and will support it to the extent of 
his ability. The statements taken from his 
letter rest upon both observation and ex- 

perience. This paper will, in the future 

as in the past, encourage the missionary 

work so enthusiastically inaugurate:! at 

our late conference. These words are to 
be interpreted in no other way, but a 

hearty sympathy with the missionary spir- 
it. But to be true to out convictions and 

the cause we represent, we feel it our duty 

to call the attention of the church to the 

fact that our educational and publishing 

interests, are, of all the agencies of the 
church, the most potent factors in our 

humble part in the evangelization of the 

world. 

LESSONS OF THE CAMPAIGN. 

The election is over. Some are pleased 

with the result, others are not. Ours is a 

religious, not a political paper, and having 

all due respect for the opinions of others 

pertaining to the political economy, we 

have taken no sides in the campaign be- 
yond that of claiming the right to dis- 

charge our duty at the polls as an Ameri- 

can citizen, in harmony with our views on 

matters political It would be quite im- 

proper for us to give advice as to what 

ticket a man should vote, except that he 
should vote intelligently, and cast that 

ballot which not only best represents his 

views, but which in his judgment, will re- 

sult in the best interests to the whole 
country. We want such a government 

that will make it easy to do right and hard 

to do wrong. But we meant to write a 

few words as to the lessons of the cam- 
paign. 

Literature was freely used in this cam- 

paign. It proved no doubt a powerful 
factor in the "making" of votes. Think 

of the thousands of daily and weekly pa- 

pers, filled with so called arguments for one 
or the other party. Add to this the mil- 

lions of tracts and pamphlets that were 
scattered broadcast over the land. The 

application is easily made. Shall we be 

outdone by these shrewd politicians ? If 

we were half as enthusiastic in the distri- 

bution of religious literature, what a tre- 

mendous work could be accomplished. Is 


